











In October 2021 Marcus Simmons-Allen was killed by a speeding
vehicle whilst crossing the road with his friend. The driver Failed to
stop at the scene and was jailed after pleading guilty to causing death
by dangerous driving, causing death whilst uninsured and unlicenced.
He was sentenced to six years and eight months, as well as being
banned from driving For eight years.

Paula Allen said “"Marcus had a lifetime of dreams and ambitions ahead
of him. He truly wanted to do something productive with his life and
complete an engineering degree and following a career in engineering.
His Fab sense of humour was as infectious as his smile.

We, now as a family, extended Family are destroyed. Our lives are in
tatters. The devastation and loss of Marcus is immeasurable, and it
has affected friends, their families and commmunity”.

Paula has campaigned locally for improvements to be made on George
Richards way where her son’s collision occurred. This has since resulted
in signs highlighting pedestrians and “Slow" markings. Traffic for
Greater Manchester TFGM undertook a full road survey as part of this
campaign and now Greater Manchester Police regularly patrol for speed
enforcement. This campaign has also taken her to the Department of
Transport in London to speak to the ministers regarding Road Safety.

Paula is also now involved in an annual memorial charity family fun day
and football match. All proceeds have gone to Northern Care Alliance
NHS Foundation Trust ICU in memory of Marcus.

Marcus’s legacy continues with the plans for a permanent memorial for
Marcus in the community and setting up a Youth Group.

"3 years ago, | was a student at Manchester University. | was loving life
as a student, especially the social life. But that all ended suddenly one
night due to no fault of my own. | was walking home from a night out in
Manchester when a speeding driver lost control of his car, mounted the
pavement, and hit me."”

"My head smashed straight through the windscreen cracking my
vertebrate in my neck, fracturing my skull, and breaking numerous
bones. The driver drove off but thankfully someone called for an
ambulance which took me to Salford Royal Hospital where they
scanned my head to see the damage caused. | was diagnosed with
a severe traumatic brain injury; | fell straight into a coma, and | was
put in a bed in the intensive care unit, they didn’t know when | would
wake up, if | would wake up or what | would be like if | did”.

Follow Brooke on Instagram brain_injury_brooke
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VENUE

Since the beginning of this project, all our performances have taken place at The Middleton Arena.

In March 2022 we delivered out of The Stockport Plaza, funded by The Mayor's Office,

however we have since returned to The Middleton Arena for November 2022 & November 2023.
The Arena has proved again to be an excellent venue on all fronts, including accessibility, parking,
technical support.

»
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Last year we hired a British Sign Language Interpreter called Andrew Higgins from Vee Ltd.
Andrew said, "Thank you for asking me to come and support SDSA. It has had quite an
impression on me and feel that the team involved are more than 2000% committed to
ensuring young people think before they make a decision that affects them and others.

| do think the SDSA makes a real difference”. Thanks to Andrew, who | am sure made a
real difference to those students who required his support.

OUR WELFARE AND VENUE STAFF

Due to the emotive nature of the presentation, the project team consider student welfare
very carefully, and put several safeguards in place. A Full Risk Assessment is provided to
every college at the point of booking. We ask tutors to tell us about any students who may
have any medical, welfare or accessibility issues. Medical & Venue staff are present in the
audience at all performances, and private, designated welfare areas are set up within the
arena foyer.

Feedback from tutors and students alike continues to affirm the level of emotion created by
our performances is both necessary and well balanced against practical safety messages,
included in each element of the performance. Thanks to Northern Care Alliance NHS
Foundation Trust, Northwest Ambulance for medical support & Greater Manchester Police
Staff for their support and care each day outside and inside the venue, along with support
frorn TFGM, GMFRS Volunteers, without this continued support, we would not be able to
deliver Safe Drive Stay Alive.
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Our website provides young people, groups and college tutors with extra resources that
they can use after attending one of our performances. A Taster Film has been created for the
website helping to promote the project to new groups and colleges. There are also reminders
and background information about some of the stories told during tour performances, as
well as a reminder of our top ten tips.

Please visit the website here www.SafeDriveGM.co.uk to find lots of useful information about
Safe Drive Stay Alive, we continue to update the website with our dates for next year.
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After attending Safe Drive Stay Alive, we know that
young people are motivated to keep themselves and their
friends safe on the roads. Colleges and youth groups

are then provided with a resource pack to assist them

in exploring the issues raised further with students, and
to help develop individual SAFE plans and skills. This
resource pack has been designed by Dr Fiona Fylan, a
leading psychologist in the field of road safety, with the
aim of assisting students to explore their own tendencies
in relation to impulsivity, reacting to peer pressure

and subsequent risk-taking behaviours as drivers or
passengers.

The activities draw on a variety of behaviour change
techniques proven to work well with this age group. The
resource pack can be accessed at SafeDriveGM.co.uk in
the section “Free Resource Pack”

Our team will support colleges in delivering the lessons within the resource pack where
requested, and we are available to offer some training to college tutors on its content and use.

To find out more please email hopkinsr@manchesterfire.gov.uk
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EVALUATION AND FEEDBACK

PR EMMA DEAN

This evaluation was commissioned to measure the impact of the recent Safe Drive Stay Alive performances, which took place
in November 2022. The aim of the evaluation was to understand whether pupils attending the Safe Drive Stay Alive thought
differently about driving risks and road safety following the event, compared with before the event.

Two online surveys for pupils were created and hosted on GM Consult. These were circulated to the schools and colleges
attending the event. One survey was circulated before the event to collect baseline data, and another survey was circulated
after the event to measure whether the content presented at the event had an impact on pupil’s views of driving risks and
road safety.

A total of 388 responses were received to the survey that was circulated before the Safe Drive Stay Alive performances.
A total of 98 responses were received to the survey that was circulated after the performances.

For the Full Evaluation Report written by Dr Emma Dean, please email hopkinsr@manchesterfire.gov.uk for a copy.
Here are some of our survey responses.

“Do you think passengers can influence the safety of everyone travelling in the car?” Before attending Safe Drive Stay
Alive, approximately 68% of respondents thought that passengers could influence the safety of everyone in the car. This
increased to approximately 76% of respondents after the performances.

“Would you get into a car with someone who had been taking drugs?”. There was little change in the way survey
respondents answered this question when pre and post survey responses are compared. However, the proportion of
respondents who said they would not get into a car with a driver who had been taking drugs increased slightly from
approximately 94% before the performances to 97% after the performance. The proportion of respondents who said
they might get into a car with a driver who had been taking drugs decreased from approximately five percent before the
performances to three percent after the performances. Finally, there were no respondents who said they would get into
a car with a driver who had been taking drugs after attending the performances.

In summary, the pre-performance survey showed that many young people already understood safe driving behaviours

and were aware of the risks that were present. Analysis of the post-performance survey showed that there were positive
behaviour changes, particularly related to passengers feeling able to challenge drivers who are driving too fast, passengers
understanding that they can influence the safety of everyone in the car and the importance of not using mobile phones
whist driving. However, the results for indicators such as getting into the car with a driver who had been using drugs did not
change considerably when pre and post survey responses are compared. This could be because of reasons including:

¢ High baselines within the pre-performance survey, which indicate that respondents were already aware of the dangers.
In addition, a high baseline means there is not much scope for the proportion of respondents to increase considerably.

¢ Smaller numbers of young people completed the post-performance survey when compared with the pre-event survey.
This may have skewed the results.
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It is recommended that these indicators are continued to be monitored in the evaluation of the November 2023 Safe Drive
Stay Alive campaign. In addition, it is recommended that a better way of tracking survey responses is identified so we can
improve how trends are monitored and reported on during the evaluation process.

As part of the 2022 evaluation, respondents were asked to provide some feedback on what they thought about the
performance they attended. Almost 70% of respondents said they thought the performance they attended was very good,
and a further 25% thought it was good.

In November 2022 we delivered 19

w |N Performances at The Middleton Arena.
w HO A l p ) The audience reached 8,306 students/

tutors/professionals from 47 Schools,

ER 2 0227 Colleges, Partners, and other groups.
NOVEMQ s Bury, Bolton & Trafford Boroughs

brought the most students.
Borough Total
Oldham 642
Bury 1,607
Rochdale a5 B Oldham o Stfnckport
Manchester 464 O Burg n W'Qan
Trafford 1,270 B Rochdale E Bolton
Salford 205 O Manchester [ Youth Justice
Tameside 1o m Trafford m Other
Stockport (o]
Wigan pre = Salford B Outof Country
Bolton 2,283 E Tameside
Youth Justice 36
Other 238
Out of Country 349
Mo\ok ‘FV(_)M _S+uo\m+§
Respondents were asked what they liked most about the event. Feedback received is as follows:
"Fivst hand experiences and pusono\l stories
were very powerful, %ruia\“g Hhe stories from "Emotional and moving presentations”.

Pavmbl members”.

"Impactful ough +o show Hhe impacts and consequences,
but not frightening Hhat may put people. off dviving / leavning +o drive’.

"nformative and engaging presentations’. “The atmosphere in Hhe Hheatve'
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PLEDGES AND COMMENTS
FROM STUPENTS

" liked how all of Hre veaders presented " vl o\lw\gs dvive sad-‘dg and make sensible
Hemselves- i was very moving, decisions for Hhe benefit of mgsdﬁ mY passengers

and | kavnd a loH" and others on He voad".

" liked how pexsonal it was. | found Hhe stories and
experiences, both in person and on video rmﬂg stayed "When | leavn 4o drive, | pledge 4o never drink
with me because it isn't offen You hear about wihat and dvive and go on my phone whils$ driving".
happens afterwards”.

Please note Safe Drive Stay Alive will be independently reviewed in November 2023. Dr Sara Waring (Senior Lecturer, Department of
Psychology of University of Liverpool will be leading on Post Event Focus Groups and Pre/Post and Follow up Surveys to measure
changes in Knowledge, attitudes, and behaviours over time.

Dr Mark Taylor (Senior Lecturer, School of Computer Science and Mathematics at Liverpool John Moore’s University will lead on

the analysis of incident data to provide a concrete measure of whether there has been as change in number of road traffic incidents
involving young people (16-25 Years) and related fatalities and injuries since the introduction of SDSA in Greater Manchester in 2014.

CELEBRATING OUR {0TH
YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Safe Drive Stay Alive has been delivered to more than 50,000 young people since starting in 2014.

The Safe Drive delivery team has changed over the years, however we share the commitment to educate young drivers and
equip them with the knowledge, skills and confidence to challenge unsafe behaviour and to keep themselves and others safe.
Our hope is to reduce the amount of Killed or Seriously injured people on our roads in Greater Manchester and make our
communities a safer place to live and work.

Our films and our Speaker stories have been developed over the years to ensure that we address the current risks posed to
our young drivers/passengers and pedestrians.

Please join me in thanking the Safe Drive Core Team for their support on the planning and co-ordination of this project since
2014. Our thanks must also go to the Safer Roads Greater Manchester Partnership for their continued support and funding
and to the Mayors Office when funding has been made available for the March period.

“"GMP continue to be fully committed to supporting Safe Drive, Stay Alive. As we move into the 10th year of delivery promoting
road safety and safe driving amongst our younger road users, it has never been more important to help young people make the
right choices when travelling on our roads”.

“Safe Drive Stay Alive is more than a performance-based road safety event, it's a lifesaving event for everyone. Over the past
nine years Safe Drive GM have been delivering these events to young drivers, it has empowered them, and everyone present
to make safe driving choices, it has saved lives. The events presented by GMFRS, GMP, Northern Care Alliance NHS Foundation
Trust and Northwest Ambulance Service, and the fFamilies affected by road traffic collisions is a must for everyone and more so
for young drivers”.

“The Safer Roads Greater Manchester Partnership are delighted to continue to support and fund Safe Drive Stay Alive.

Our young people are disproportionately represented in the killed and seriously injured collisions within Greater Manchester.
This multi-agency, thought provoking programme engages with young drivers, including those starting to drive and their
passengers by providing them with the knowledge on the consequences of risk taking and aims to positively influence their
attitude and behaviour both for today and the future.
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Safe Drive Stay Alive inspires A Level Drama Students

Oldham Hulme Grammar Sixth Form Drama Students came to see Safe Drive Stay Alive last November 2022,
They were so inspired by the performance and our speakers’ personal stories. They wanted to create a verbatim
style piece on the dangers of reckless driving for their A-Level, using a practitioner called “Paper Birds”. The Safe
Drive Co-ordinator Ros Hopkins was approached by the Deputy Head of Sixth Form Stephen Rawlings to see if the
team would take part in interviews, so the students could learn about their stories and experiences of Road Traffic
Collisions and how it affects them.

Fire Fighter Stephen Clarke from Marple Fire Station, Carolyn Southern from Trafford General and Anne Marie
Hornsby one of our Family speakers took part in the interviews and shared their stories. This resulted in a
20-minute piece, which covered the tragic story of Colin (Anne Marie’s Son) who lost his life in a road traffic
collision. This included Stephen’s story from GMFRS who attended a similar collision as a Fire Fighter and Carolyn'’s
experience at the hospital as she was preparing for a family to visit to identify the victim. Safe Drive Stay Alive
Co-ordinator & Road Safety Development Officer Ros Hopkins went to watch the live performance. Ros said, “"The
piece was an amalgamation of three Safe Drive Stay Alive speaker stories. The students have really taken on board
on how our speakers have been affected by RTC's and have created a drama piece that they should be proud of"”.

We are happy to announce that a Student from Wellington School in
Altrincham won E350 in Apple Vouchers. The student took part in our Pre &
Post Surveys held on GM Consult for last year’s delivery in November 2022.

Our competition to win several prizes will return this year. There will be
opportunities for Students to take part In Focus groups and our Pre/Post/
Follow up surveys that will give them entry into our competition to win Apple
Vouchers/Driving Lessons or Advanced Driving Lessons.

How to enter & Terms & Conditions will be posted on our website.




GREATER MANCHESTER
PROJECTS TEAM CONTACTS

Ros Hopkins GMFRS Hopkinsr@manchesterfire.gov.uk
Project Co-ordinator Road Safety Development Officer

Scott Barry-Godsell GMFRS - Crew Manager Barrygods@manchesterfire.gov.uk

PC Nicola Heap GMP - Family Liaison Officer Nicola.Heap@gmp.police.uk

PCSO Maria Hughes GMP Maria.Kirkland@gmp.police.uk

Steve Blears NWAS Steven.blears@nwas.nhs.uk
Carolyn Southern NHS Carolyn.southern@nhs.net
Hannah Sanderson Northern Care Alliance NHS Foundation Trust Hannah.Sanderson@srft.nhs.uk

Adam Pemberton Middleton Arena 01706 927236
Technical Support

Thanks 4o Safer Roads Greater Manchester
Po\rl-nusb\ip £ The N\o\gor's office for Haeir continued
support and funding since 2014-

And 4o our Safe Drive Core Team for Hieir
dedication and commitment.

| vould like 4o Fusor\o\ug Hank all s4aff who +ook Hime out of
Haeiv busg workloads 4o come and support Safe Drive Sle
Alive at The Middleon Avena last November 2022,

A Spuinl Thanks 4o our Fa\milg Speaker Mike Peters and
his Business Couu\gu% who have sponsored Safe Drive
Sl-ag Alive bg purchasing our new Aﬂ:‘tz/ Mac L-aptop that

delivers our L-ive Shows.

For further information and resources visit our website www.safedrivegm.gov.uk
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